Release: 19th April 2022

Top constructors add 30% to utility-scale solar capacity
The thirty EPC contractors in the ‘Gigawatt Club’ have installed a further 16 GWAC since the start of
2021, increasing their cumulative installed capacity by over 30%. “Several of the top EPC companies
have added 50% or more in the last year”, says Wiki-Solar founder Philip Wolfe; “with US and
European constructors continuing to show strongly”.

The ‘Gigawatt Club’ – the world's top utility-scale solar constructors with over 1,000 MWAC cumulative capacity

SOLV Energy (the former Swinerton) holds top spot for the second year with almost 50% cumulative
growth. Another US constructor, McCarthy Building, doubled its installed capacity to rise to number 5
on the list. Compatriot First Solar still holds the #2 slot, but is phasing out its EPC work.
In Europe, Baywa r.e. came close to doubling its capacity, moving into the top 15 global businesses.
Eiffage retained 4th position with 1.5GWAC of new installations, while Greece’s Metka EGN climbed up
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the table more than doubling its cumulative installed capacity. Belectric, Juwi, Abengoa and
Bouygues still rank highly.
Indian contractors also continue to feature prominently in the list, led by Sterling & Wilson at #3.
Meanwhile China’s State Power Investment Corporation ranked fourth for new capacity, thanks to
projects by its subsidiary Shanghai Electric in the Middle east and elsewhere.
Readers are reminded that Wiki-Solar measures capacity in MWAC including only projects over
4MWAC, so the listed PV companies have all installed comfortably over 1.25 GWP, measured by the
DC solar array output.
Most, but not all, of the leading operation and maintenance contractors – which Wiki-Solar lists
separately on its website – are companies in this top constructors table.
“This table is subject to the usual caveat because of the opacity of the market in China”, says Wolfe;
“we hold less data about Chinese companies, so their involvement is sure to be understated.”
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This release on the utility-scale solar market is available here:
http://wiki-solar.org/library/public/2204_Top-list_Utility-scale_solar_EPCs.pdf
The top-list, with further details of the role of the EPC contractor is shown on Wiki-Solar’s
website here; and equivalent details for O&M contractors are given here.
Wiki-Solar defines ‘utility-scale solar’ as 4 MWAC and above (≈5MWP for PV; ≈ electricity for
1,500 households in Europe) see: http://wiki-solar.org/data/glossary/utility-scale.html.
‘Solar Photovoltaic Projects in the mainstream power market’ was published in 2012.
Wiki-Solar is the leading authority on utility-scale solar with a database covering over 18,000
utility-scale solar projects, of which about three-quarters are operational. All figures in this
release are based on the AC export rating of operational plants. Projects under development
are excluded until they have been commissioned.
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